
 

 

  

 

Happiness is an Inside Job (H=IJ) 
 

Today is Gaudete Sunday and the theme of this third Sunday of 

Advent is joy. The entrance antiphon of today’s Mass sets the 

perfect tone, “Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, rejoice! 

The Lord is near.” (Phil 4:4-5). So, Christ is the reason for the 

season of joy. 

In the first reading of today, prophet Isaiah elaborates more 

reasons for our joy. They are, ‘the spirit of the Lord is in us, the 

Lord has anointed us, He has clothed us in the garments of 

salvation, he has wrapped us in the cloak of integrity’.  

The responsorial psalm of today is the Magnificat of our blessed 

Mother, where she praises the glory of God, ‘My soul rejoices in 

my God”.  

In the letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul emphatically but 

ardently invites us to ‘be happy at all times; pray constantly and 

for all things give thanks to God, because this is what God 

expects you to do in Christ Jesus.’ 

In the Gospel of today, John proclaims that Jesus is the true light 

which enlightens everyone. He is the light of the world. Any 

venture undertaken in darkness will end in futility. Darkness is an 

alienation or cut off from God.  

The priests and the Levites ask some uncomfortable questions 

to John the Baptist which were essentially, ‘Who are you, and 

why are you doing what you are doing?’ 

Most of us spend a lifetime grappling with those fundamental 

questions that were put to John. ‘Who am I, and why am I doing 

what I am doing?’ These are fundamentally about the meaning 

and direction of our lives.  

The answer is to patiently delve into ourselves in prayer, into the 

cave of our hearts, to listen to the divine abode who is the 

meaning and purpose of our lives, who is the cause of our joy. 
 

“Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God”  

(Pierre Teilhard de Chardin) 

 

 
  
 

 

   

Responsorial Psalm:  

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

My soul rejoices in my God. 
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  Responsorial Psalm: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  

The PRESENTATION of the LORD 
Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord! 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Catholic Parish 

Gatton Laidley 
  

Phone: 07 5465 3131       Email: gatton@bne.catholic.net.au  

                              

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

 

Saturday              16 May   

     6 pm Laidley 
 

Sunday                17 May 

7 am Glenore Gve 
 

8:30

9 

am    Rosary 

am    Gatton 

   Children’s Liturgy 

          Morning Tea 
 

Tuesday               19 May 

4:30 

5 

pm Rosary 

pm Forest Hill 

Glenore Gve 

 

Wednesday         20 May 
 

8:30 

9 

am  Rosary 

am  Gatton  

Friday                   22 May 

8:30 

9 

10 

am Rosary 

am Laidley 

am Tabeel Liturgy 

Saturday              23 May 

5:30 

6 

pm    Rosary 

pm    Gatton 

Sunday                24 May 

7 

8:30 

9 

am    Forest Hill 

am    Rosary 

am    Laidley 
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The Solemnity of the Ascension 
 

The Solemnity of the Ascension is a moment of both awe and 

challenge. It marks the completion of Jesus’ visible, earthly 

ministry and the beginning of the Church’s mission in the world. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear His final words: “Go, make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them… and know that I am 

with you always, to the end of time.” These are not simply 

parting instructions; they are a living mandate for every 

Christian. 
 

The Ascension is not about absence, but about a new kind of 

presence. Jesus returns to the Father, yet through the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, He is closer to us than ever before. No longer bound 

by geography or time, Christ is present in every Mass, in the 

Scriptures, in the sacraments, and in the hearts of those who 

believe. His going up to heaven opens the way for the Spirit to 

come down at Pentecost, empowering us to be His witnesses 

in word and deed. 
 

This feast invites us to lift our eyes toward heaven without losing 

sight of our mission on earth. We are called to live as people of 

hope, knowing that our true home is with God, yet also to work 

tirelessly for justice, mercy, and peace here and now. Every act 

of kindness, every word of truth, every moment of forgiveness 

becomes a sign of the Kingdom that Jesus proclaimed. 
 

The Ascension reminds us that our journey is not yet complete, 

but we walk it with the assurance that Christ is with us always, 

until we are united with Him in glory.  
 

Lord Jesus, 
as You ascended into heaven, 

You promised to be with us always. 
Lift our hearts to seek the things above, 

fill us with hope in Your return, 
and strengthen us to share Your love on earth. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD – (Year A)           17 May 2026 

 

Responsorial Psalm: The Ascension of the Lord 
God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord 

 

 

 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 
before Vigil Mass every 

Saturday from 5:30pm 

 



 

  Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Parish 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday 

16 May 

4:30pm SACRAMENTAL JOURNEY 

First Holy Communion – Workshop 1 
St Patrick’s Church, Laidley 

All children making their First Holy Communion on 6 

June are to attend this session.  The session will be 

followed by a Welcome Rite for the children at the 6pm 

Vigil Mass at St Patrick’s Church. 
 

Saturday 

23 May 

6:00pm PENTECOST VIGIL - OCIA Sacraments 
St Mary’s Church, Gatton 

We are excited to welcome Elizabeth, Conor, Heather, 

Emily, Takira, Mabeng, Miracle and Matilda into our 

faith family. Let us celebrate together the gift of the 

Holy Spirit and the continuing growth of our parish 

community. Mark your calendars and join us for this 

joyful occasion! 
 

Wednesday 

27 May 

9:00am BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
Laidley Hall, Laidley 

Hosted by the Laidley Catholic Ladies Club – add this 

date to your diary now. Always an amazing morning 

with great food, wonderful friendships and lots of prizes! 
 

Saturday 

30 May 

4:30pm SACRAMENTAL JOURNEY 

First Holy Communion – Workshop 2 
St Patrick’s Church, Laidley 

All children making their First Holy Communion on 6 

June are to attend this session.  The session will be 

followed by the 6pm Vigil Mass at St Patrick’s Church. 
 

Saturday 

30 May 

10:00am BAPTISM PREPARATION 
St Mary’s Church, Gatton 

Please register your interest with the Parish office. 

Tuesday 

2 June 

3:30pm SACRAMENTAL JOURNEY 

First Holy Communion – Family workshop and 

Rehearsal 
St Mary’s Church, Gatton 

All children making their First Holy Communion on 6 

June are to attend this session.   

Saturday 

6 June 

Friday  

24 July 

 

6:00pm 

6:00pm 

SACRAMENTAL JOURNEY 
Sacrament of Eucharist, St Patrick’s Church, Laidley 

Sacrament of Confirmation, St Mary’s Church, Gatton 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
This week we celebrate the birthdays of Pat Foster and Dave Thompson. Both these 

wonderful parishioners are kind and gentle to everyone they meet, helping those in 

need, and bringing the joy of Jesus to those around them. Happy Birthday! 
 

 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS 
We joyfully celebrate with Stephen Feeney and Camille Mullins as they begin their 

new life together in the covenant of marriage on Saturday, at St Joseph’s Church. 

Your union is a beautiful reflection of God’s love, rooted in faith, strengthened by 

grace, and blessed with hope for the future. 
 

As you walk hand in hand through life’s journey, may the Lord be  

the foundation of your home, the light in your path, and the joy in 

your hearts. Our Parish family surrounds you with prayers for a  

marriage filled with peace, laughter, and unshakable love.  
 

BE FLOCKNOTE FRIENDLY 
Have you got two minutes?  

Signing up for Flocknote, our new parish communication tool, takes less than 2 

minutes! 

We have a lot of amazing things going on here in Our Lady of the Valley parish. We 

are helping and serving those in need in many ways right here in our local 

community. And we have so many other ministries and events to help you meet 

people, share your talents, improve your relationships, answer life’s toughest 

questions, discern the plan and purpose for your life, and to grow closer to God. 
 

We have a fantastic community here. And we want to make sure it’s as easy as 

possible for every one of you to be involved and connected to it all. So, we’ve 

adopted a new and improved way of communicating that will make it much 

simpler for you to get the information you want from us! It’s powered by a service 

called Flocknote. Like Fr Emmanuel sending a "note" to his "flock". Flocknote. 
 

This is all totally free for you to use, you don’t even have to download anything or 

create a password in order to participate. You just take a couple of minutes to sign 

up, and it lets you receive email or text messages from the groups and ministries 

that you choose. It even allows you to reply directly back to those messages so we 

can get feedback and hear from you in an efficient manner. Your info is kept totally 

private and, again, it lets you choose precisely which groups and ministries you 

want to get email and text messages from here at Our Lady of the Valley parish. 

So, you can choose things like faith formation events, Alpha, social activities, visiting 

the sick and housebound, children’s activities ….  
 

In addition to regular group and ministry communication, we’ll also use this to send 

you important updates about special events coming up, annual appeals, 

inclement weather announcements, and invitations to participate in fundraising 

opportunities. Most weeks we will only send one to two emails or text messages to 

you to let you know about the most important things going on in our community 

that week. And it’s important for you to know that you can update your 

communication preferences or unsubscribe from any of these updates at any time! 
 

Thanks for signing up – we look forward to walking with you in your journey of faith. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS and UPCOMING EVENTS 

 



 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK:   
Isaiah Joseph, Graham Henneberry, Helen Stevens, Peter Das, Nikki 

McLay, Peter Heenan, Paddy Boyd, Toshikatsu Konishi, Shirley Myles, 

Neville Heenan, Sienna Beutel, Brian Wells, McGregor-Shaw Family, 

Michael Trail, Therese Thompson, James Earley, Theresa Jones, Theresa 

Knight, Roslyn Furber, Toni Woodward, Pat Schultz, Leigh Bachmann, 

Janene Cornelius, Edilberta Parcell, Mary & Lionel Dusart, Vivian 

Moore, Clara Hutchinson, Elizabeth Marten, Judy McGlade  
 

  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Shirley O’Sullivan, Joan Linnan, Kathleen Ziebarth, Maureen Bishop 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  
Clare Fitzpatrick, Catherine Ross, Max Luck, John Pomerenke,  

Mary Ryan, Joy McDonald, Evie Keller, Evelyn Harrington,  

John Harrington, John Edyvean, Matthew Setch, Roy Forrest,  

Joan Egan, Eileen Cahill, Elsie Pomerenke, John Dwyer, Stan Brown, 

Kenneth Parker, Henry Gavin, Iris Qualischefski, Eileen Bennett,  

Fr Bill Henry, Kathleen McCartney, Doreen Panzram, John Murrihy, 

Milagros Braga, William Curyer 
 

We pray for the recently deceased, and for those whose anniversary 

of death occurs around this time, that their mortal bodies will be 

transfigured with the glory of Christ. 

THOSE WHO ARE SICK:   
Peter Blanch, Maddison Cutler, Rodney Cutler,  family 

  

RECENTLY DECEASED: Trevor Reid, Trevor Litfin, Miet Stevens,  

                              

ANNIVERSARIES:  
Stephen Balaam, Dulcie Hennessy, Daniel Nolan, Patrick Schulz, 

Eleanor O’Brien, Alex MacAndrews, Dorothy Cannan, Bill Van de 

Weyer, George Laffey, Johanna Schmidt, Ronald Rogers, Maureen 

Kowaltzke-Wood, Marian Covers, Jack O’Reilly, Peter Scott, May 

Laffey, Valerie Hughes, Cory Lenthen, Bev Reid, Kevin Panzram 
 

 

FROM THE CATECHISM                                #2185 

EXPERIENCE IRELAND IN JUNE 2026 
 

“Holy Days of Obligation” are special occasions on which 

Catholics are obliged to attend Mass. The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church states: “On Sundays and other holy days of 

obligation, the faithful are to refrain from engaging in work or 

activities that hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to 

the Lord's Day, the performance of the works of mercy, and the 

appropriate relaxation of mind and body” (CCC2185). 

Aside from every Sunday of the year, there are two “Holy Days of 

Obligation” in Australia. These are Christmas Day (25 December) 

and the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (15 

August). The Sunday obligation to attend Mass for Catholics 

shouldn't be seen as an "imposition," but an invitation to grow 

deeper in love with God. The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation 

and confirmation of all Christian practice.  

For this reason, the faithful are obliged to participate in the 

Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason 

(for example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own 

pastor. (CCC 2181) 

Fr. Dan Ryan will lead a Pilgrimage to all the wonderful places 

of Ireland from 21st June to 7th July 2026. Some of the highlights 

will be Dublin, Glendalough, Tipperary, Kerry, Galway, Knock 

and Belfast. Witness along the way, the unsurpassed beauty of 

Ireland’s monasteries, rugged coastline, historic cities and 

legendary friendship. This journey is the perfect mix of fun, faith 

and friendship. For more details download the flyer on Harvest 

Journeys PV2653. Please make all enquiries through Harvest 

Journeys www.harvestjourneys.com 

 
 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

WE PRAY FOR … OUR PARISH 
  

 Parish Priest: 
Father Emmanuel  

Ayankudy CMI 

A/ Hrs: 5462 5374 
 

Parish Manager 

Christine Pingel 
 

Parish Secretary 
Anne Jung 
 

Parish Office: 
37 John Street 

South, Laidley   
 

Mon:   8am - 4pm 

Tue:     Closed 

Wed:   8am - 4pm 

Thur:    8am - 2:30pm 

Fri:        8am - 2:30pm 
 

Days of operation may 

vary, please phone in 

advance. 
 

  

Postal Address: 
P O Box 6 

Gatton  Q  4343  
 

 Phone: 
07 5465 3131 
 

Email:  
gatton@bne. 

catholic.net.au 
  

Facebook: 
Our Lady of the 
Valley Catholic 
Parish 
  

Website:  
www.olv.org.au 
  

Safeguarding:  
Complaints and 

Disclosures 

Phone: STOPLINE 

      1300 304 550 
 

SCHOOLS 
OLGC Gatton  

              5460 2999 

OLGC OSHC 

        0487 001 722 
 

St Mary’s Laidley 

            5465 1240 

Sophia College 

            5411 3400 

07 132 700 or for non urgent matters, please email 

gatton@bne.catholic.net.au or leave a message - 5465 3131.  

 

 

FOR THE GOOD HEALTH, STRENGTH AND HEALING OF: 
Mick and Pauline Brennan, Rita Ilka, Bill and Moya Beckman, Patricia 

Potbury, Ellen Bachmann, Peter Blanch, Maddison Cutler, Rodney 

Cutler, Isaiah Joseph, Graham Henneberry, Peter Das, Nikki McLay, 

Paddy Boyd, Toshikatsu Konishi, Shirley Myles, Sienna Beutel, James 

Earley, McGregor-Shaw family, Michael Trail, Therese Thompson, 

Theresa Jones, Toni Woodward, Pat Schultz, Leigh Bachmann, Janene 

Cornelius, Edilberta Purcell, Elizabeth Marten, Judy McGlade 
 

FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED THAT THEY MAY REST IN 

PEACE: Brian Smith, Peter Shepley, Norrish Waroa 
 

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT 

THIS TIME: Leslie Williams, Bernard Yore, Frank Doherty, Patrick 

Reynolds, William Fitzpatrick, Neil Bichel, Charles Bichel, Bertha Luck, 

Cels Conroy, Tom Friend, Wayne Samuelsen, Carmel Panzram, John 

Davidson, Robert Hall, Sr Pat Crowley, Joan Panzram, Felisa Cordora, 

Elizabeth Ebert, Sr Margaret O’Keeffe, Leonie Boland, Henry Bauer, 

Bernard Connolly, Sr M Thaddeus, Caroline Bugler, John Craig, 

Josephine Kraut, Albert Senior, Anthony Ajax. 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS! 
The St Mary’s community joyfully welcomes 

Luna Freitas-Kirk and Lainey Nolan as they 

are baptised this weekend. Congratulations 

to their parents and families, as together 

they guide Luna and Lainey in their journey 

of faith.  

 

 
FESTIVAL OF PENTECOST – Awaken in Christ 
 

Where: Church of the 12 Apostles, 111 Yallambee Rd, 

Jindalee 

Speakers: Fr Nev Yun, Pat Keady, Steffanie Le and Len Airey 

When:  Saturday, 23 May 2026 - 9.30am to 4.30pm 
 

BYO Lunch. Morning Tea Provided. 

Enquiries: Len 0421 977 849               Audrey 0435 558 390 
 

 

DAY BY DAY WITH THE CATECHISM 

It is Christ who, through the Holy Spirit, makes His Church one, 

holy, catholic, and apostolic, and it is He who calls her to 

realise each of these qualities – CCC811. 

Reflection: People form groups and gather themselves into 

communities for many different reasons. When people go to 

their local church or participate in parish activities, there is 

only one reason, one motivation, and one source of 

inspiration or accomplishment, and that is Christ. 

Prayer: Jesus, bless our parish community and by your 

presence make us worthy of your name. 

 

http://www.harvestjourneys.com/
mailto:gatton@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:gatton@bne.catholic.net.au

