Our Lady of the Valley
Catholic Parish
Gatton Laidley
Our Parish Mission:
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Parish exists so that all generations come to develop an
authentic relationship with Jesus Christ, become his hands and feet in the community,
and live and spread the Word of God to bring fullness of life to all.

Readings
for this Week
First Reading
Acts
9:26-31
Psalm
21:26-28, 30-32
I will praise you, Lord,
in the assembly of
your people.
Second Reading
John
3:18-24
Gospel
John
15:1-8

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“

YEAR B

2 May, 2021

“What is the mass for you? How do you feel when you prepare
for your weekend mass? How do you feel walking out of
mass? How do you feel within mass?”
During a liturgy meeting, the topic about the congregation’s in the mass came up and
someone suggested the idea of me writing reflections on the liturgy which might give us a
context around why we gather for worship and do what we do within the mass. I am happy to
share thoughts and learnings. My hope is that it will expand our horizons as to what we are
doing and what is happening during the mass.
There is a question which haunts me now and then. It comes back to haunt me whenever I
explain something crucial or grand about our faith, only to find the listener’s eyes glazed over
or their face blank. The question is this: Does this person actually believe that this is real? Or do
they think what I have said is like sweet icing on a bland cake – a fanciful worldview on a
mundane reality. So when I share reflections going forward, I invite you to ask and consider: Do
I believe this? To the extent that we do, it will enrich our participation at mass.
For today (and given my lengthy introduction), let us consider the word “Liturgy”. It comes from
the Greek word for “public duty” or work done for the people. The liturgy is a “work”. The priest
presides over the liturgy for the congregation, and the congregation celebrates the liturgy for
the whole world. Do you see your participation in mass as a work? Do we come away from
mass feeling exhausted from listening, singing, proclaiming, kneeling, and standing? Or do we
wish for the bare minimum? When we offer praise and thanks to God at mass, do we offer it on
behalf of the larger public who do not worship God or those who outright insult God? When
we ask God for mercy, do we ask also thinking of the many sins of the wider world, crying out
for justice? This is our “public duty” as Christians. The takeaway from all of this is that at mass,
we all exercise our priestly role, by offering worship to God on behalf of the public.
May God bless you all over the coming week. -Deacon Francis

Sacramental Journey 2021

Mass Centres

Prayer for our Sacramental Candidates, their Sponsors and
the Family ...

St Joseph’s Church

Lord send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all the children, so that they may
continue to follow you. Look kindly on them as they listen to Your voice. Open their
hearts to receive your grace. As they prepare for Confirmation, make each of us
an instrument of Your love. Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others, and to be
patient with what we do not understand. Deepen our faith and help us to
pass it on by our good example. Come Holy Spirit!

10 Hunt Street

Forest Hill

St Mary’s Church
Cnr Spencer
& Maitland Streets
Gatton

St Therese’s
Church
8 Brightview Road
Glenore Grove

St Patrick’s Church
1-3 John Street Sth
Laidley

From the heart ...
Over the next few months, we will be asking some parishioners for their
answer to this and other questions. It is important to recognise how active God is in your life.

How important are the Sacraments in your life?
“The Easter Vigil Mass, was a beautiful experience for me, as I officially became a proud member of
the Catholic Church. It was a magical moment when I received my first Eucharist! I was
overwhelmed with joy in my heart! I look forward to a lifelong journey of becoming even more closer
to God and I will do so, with a smile on my face and good intentions in my heart!” Elmarie Cunliffe

Baptism
Congratulations to Jacob Gray and Jamie Walsh who will be baptised this
weekend. We pray for their parents, godparents and their families as they
support them in her faith journey.

Mass Times
Please note that bookings are
preferred for all Masses.
Your contact information is
required at the time of booking
for COVID tracing purposes.

Saturday 1st May
6:00pm

Laidley

Sunday
7:00am
9:00am

2nd May
Glenore Grove
Gatton

Monday 3rd May
7:30am Rosary
8:00am Liturgy of the Word
with Communion

Gatton
Tuesday
4:30pm
5:00pm

4th May
Rosary
Forest Hill

Wednesday 5th May
7:30am
8:00am

Rosary
Mass Gatton

Thursday 6th May
7:30am
8:00am

Rosary

Friday

7th May

7:30am
8:00am
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Parish
Newsand
and Notices
Notices
Parish
News
Welcome to Mass—UPDATED INFORMATION—2 May 2021
Please only use the one door located near the monitor to enter and exit.
Please phone 5465 3131 or email gatton@bne.catholic.net.au to book your
seat/s. Permanent bookings are also available—please ask.
Please come early—at least 15 minutes before Mass. This allows enough time
to sanitise your hands and have your name checked from the list by the
monitor. Of course, if you are unwell, please DO NOT come to Mass

Praying the Rosary in the Month of May
POPE Francis is urging Catholics to pray their Rosaries through the month of May for an
end to the COVID-19 pandemic. The movement has the involvement of 30 Marian
Shrines from across the world. “The initiative will involve all the shrines of the world in a
special way, so that they might encourage the faithful, families, and communities to
recite the Rosary to pray for an end to the pandemic,” the statement from the Pontifical
Council for Promoting the New Evangelisation said.
Each day will see Vatican News broadcast the recitation of the Rosary at 6pm
Rome-time from the various shrines taking part in the initiative. Pope Francis will also
close the marathon on May 31 with another specially-broadcast Rosary. To date, more
than three million people have died from COVID-19 with many countries experiencing
their worst wave yet. Countries like India the pandemic has swelled with recording daily
case numbers of almost 300,000.

Liturgy of the Word
with Communion
Gatton

Rosary
Liturgy of the Word
with Communion

Saturday 8th May
6:00pm
Gatton
Sunday
7:00am
9:00am

9th May
Forest Hill
Laidley

Reconciliation
Generally available every
Saturday afternoon before
the Vigil Mass.
Please phone the office if
you wish to book a specific
time.

SWEEPING, SHINING, SERVING!
Do you have a spare hour once a month,
to help clean at the Gatton Church?
It’s not too strenuous – just a bit of
sweeping, vacuuming and mopping.
Could you please help?
If you were on the roster pre-COVID,
please advise if you are happy to restart.
Thank you so much!

COMMUNITY FORMATION
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News from the Adult Faith Team
Mary is referred to as the ‘New Ark of the Covenant’. The Ark of the covenant contained the ‘Tora’ the word of
God and the ‘manna’ the bread of life”. Within Mary’s womb was contained Jesus the ‘living word of God’
and the ‘living bread of life’.
The angel Gabriel came to Mary with the greeting: “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with
you.” (Luke 1:26–28) Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cries out in a loud voice and
proclaims: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb”
(Luke 1: 42).
On the Cross Jesus let’s John know that Mary is now his mother, the mother of his body on
earth, the Church. After the Ascension, the Apostles had need of direction, of counsel, and
no one was better equipped than Mary to give it to them. She consoled them in their grief
at the departure of Our Lord when they felt lonely and helpless in face of the task of the
evangelization of the world.
Jesus had left them His mother to help them, she was their guiding star amid the tempest
of persecution that raged about them. She was truly a mother to them. None of them ever
left her side without having been enlightened and consoled, without being strengthened.
We also have the call to evangelization, and we also have trials and torments.
So, during this month of May dedicated to Mary we also should follow the example of the Apostles and ask
Mary to be our guiding star. Maybe a simple start could be saying a Rosary each day of May.
-Michael Hagan, Adult Faith Ministry Team Member

News from Our Lady of Good Counsel Kindergarten
Term 2 commenced last week with the children at
Our Lady of good Counsel Kindergarten, spending the week
reflecting on Anzac Day and the important people in their lives.
The children enjoyed learning about Anzac Day and why it was
important to show our understanding and respect for the
soldiers. Each child enjoyed creating a poppy. Once the
children created their poppy, they showed their respect by
placing them in our garden as a sign of respect..

-Donna Marriott, Teacher/Director

News from Sophia College
Service and sacrifice have long been held as noble virtues, drawing respect from both individuals and
communities. Anzac Day, a solemn day of remembrance, originally honoured those who fought at Gallipoli,
especially those who had died. Over the years, however, we have come to recognise the service and sacrifice
of countless men and women in different wars and peacekeeping missions as well as remembering the families
and friends they leave waiting at home.
Service is one of the Living Stones which underpin the actions and life of Sophia College.
As such students and staff proudly joined families from the Lockyer Valley to march on Anzac
Day as an acknowledgement of the service so richly given by others. The College also held its
own reverent service with all community members. Students have continued to serve others
and acknowledge the hardness experience by children less fortunate than themselves
through their enormous efforts for Caritas through the Project Compassion campaign and the
Walk for Water challenge. When we stand together, we do make a difference.
Sophia College is presently taking enrolments for 2023 – 2026. If you would like a student in your family to
experience the difference of a thriving Catholic secondary College please complete the enrolment documents
at www.sophiacollege.qld.edu.au Enrolment applications for 2023 close in February 2022.
-Narelle Dobson, Principal

M

OUR PARISH
Parish Priest:
Father Noyichan
M Antony MCBS
After Hours: 5462 5374
Deacon:
Francis Fernandes
Parish Manager:
Chris Pingel
Parish Assistant:
Elmarie Cunliffe
Parish Office:
37 John Street South
Laidley QLD 4341
Postal Address:
P O Box 6
Gatton QLD 4343
Open 8am - 2pm
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
Closed Thursday
Phone:
07 5465 3131
Email:
gatton@bne.catholic.net.au
Facebook:
Our Lady of the Valley
Catholic Parish

We pray for ...
THE SICK:
David Curry, Catherine Dormer, Bill Stevens, Lil Warland, Mary & Lionel Dusart,
Lorraine Sells, Priscilla Pianko, Angela Curry, John O’Dea, Bill Lansdown, Tahlia Utz,
Marie Coleman, Mark Liesch, Rachel Bennett, Vivian Moore, Jillian Hall, Clara
Hutchinson, Elizabeth Marten, Albert Hall, Judy McGlade, Joel Thiele, Clara
Hutchinson, Steven Campbell, Georgina Edwards, Helen Colley, Pat Pingel, Joan
Egan, Elisabeth Maltry, Sienna Beutel, Lucy Kimmings
If you would like a sick person prayed for, please ask their permission.
Names will be included for the duration of ONE MONTH after which family
can request more time.

RECENTLY DECEASED:
Willaim Bert Curyer

ANNIVERSARIES:
Kathleen Luck, Gregory O’Connor, Clyde Edward Teis, William Patrick O’Keeffe,
Archibald Daniel McNeil, Harold Gustave Trebbin, Aubrey Bennett, Peter John
Osborne, Hope Sippel, Frances Cecilia Kavanagh, Valentine Thom, May Brandon,
Cecelia Alice Glennie, Rebecca Jane Mallon, Florence Emma Christopher, Anna
Sertic, Jock Hobbs.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
we trust to your gentle care and intercessions those we love
and those who have died, who are sick, lonely or hurting.
Help all of us Holy Mother to bear our burdens in this life
until we share eternal life with God. Amen.

Multicultural Mass - Laidley

23rd May 2021

Website:
www.olv.org.au
Safeguarding:
Complaints/Disclosures
Phone: STOPLINE
1300 304 550

PARISH SCHOOLS
Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic School

Gatton QLD 4343
Phone: 5460 2999
Principal: Nathan Haley
APRE: Naomi Melville
OLGC Kindergarten

Gatton QLD 4343
Phone: 5462 4810
Director: Donna Marriott
OLGC OSHC

Phone: 0487 001 722
Coordinator: Jayde Nesbitt
St Mary’s Catholic School

Laidley QLD 4341
Phone: 5465 1240
Principal: Zoe Stewart
APRE: Clare Hogan
Sophia College

Plainland QLD 4341
Phone: 5411 3400
Principal: Narelle Dobson
APRE: Margareta Lemon

Mark Your Diary (Very Important)

Saturday 29th May 2021

Our parish has invited Michael Mangan, renowned songwriter and lover of liturgy, to
present two workshops next month. The first workshop will be for anyone involved in
parish music ministry, and the second workshop for anyone currently on the reader
rosters or who would like to be part of this ministry in the future. These workshops will be
provided at no charge - please come along and support
this initiative.
It is anticipated that everyone in these ministry areas will
attend these workshops.
We have some amazing readers and musicians in our
parish, and even though you may have been serving in
these ministries for many years ... come and learn new
techniques to make your special gifts even more powerful
and effective. For new people, come and hear about
ways to gain confidence, to project your voice, to proclaim the Word of God!

